
   

 

 
Recently, while visiting the 2nd floor of the 
Human Services Building, a beautiful board 
caught my attention. The heading reads, 
“To Begin Any Journey, You Must Take The 
First Step!” I asked which unit did this 
board and was told that it was the 
handiwork of the Family and Children’s 

Medicaid Unit. Great job Family & Children’s Medicaid Unit and 
thanks for being creative! 
     You can visit any beach across the country this time of year and 
you will find children with colorful buckets making sand castles. 
They use their little shovels and their hands to gather sand that 
will be needed to make their creation become a reality. From time 
to time they will fill their buckets with water because the water 
helps to pack the sand down and make their castle stronger.  
     These little minds believe they can achieve anything they want 
to and they take the necessary steps to do so. At times they need 
their siblings or parents’ help if they want that sand castle to 
become tall and large. Because the children remain focused and 
determined, they watch the “Sand” become a “Castle.”   
     Whether you are walking along the beach, sitting out back on 
the deck, hiking along a trail in the woods, on a treadmill, or just 
sitting quietly at your desk; think about what you want to achieve 
and what it will take to get there.  You will discover that it only 
takes you putting that thought in your mind, letting it settle in 
your heart and taking the “First Steps” to achieve it.  
     So, go for your dreams and refuse to let fear keep you from 
taking those steps.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

20 Fun Things to Do With Kids This 

Summer 

Director’s Corner 

 

The beautifully decorated 3-
D board is proudly displayed 
in the Family and Children’s 
Medicaid Unit. To see the 
board in its entirety, go to 
the 2nd floor of the DSS 
building in Tarboro, NC.    

“Summer may be a time to relax, but tell that to kids who 
are bouncing off the walls or shrieking "I'm bored." As 
parents, babysitters and nannies, we want each summer 
to be more memorable than the next, and with that 
comes the need for a few new ideas -- especially if your 
child is too young to go to a summer camp. 

Here are 10 ideas for your summer bucket list -- to keep 
kids from being bored and create memories that they'll 
have for a lifetime (or at least for that first day of school 
when they're asked "what did you do this summer?"). 

1. Bake cookies for ice cream sandwiches. 

2. Volunteer at a nature center. 

3. Make a photo journal or a family 
yearbook. 

4. Have a luau in the backyard. 

5. Visit the beach and collect shells. 

6. Make a fort out of cardboard boxes. 

7. Visit a farmer's market. 

8. Stage an A to Z scavenger hunt, 
where you have to find something that starts with 
every letter. Here are 8 more scavenger hunt ideas. 

9. Pick berries. 

10. Have a picnic at a state park. 

11. Make ice cream, using YayLab's ice cream ball, 
which you fill with ice cream base and kick around 
until frozen. 

12. Go canoeing at a local lake. 

13. Build a sandcastle. 

14. Write and illustrate your own book and have it pub-
lished into an actual hardcover book using IlluStory. 

15. Forget cooking -- set up an ice cream sundae buffet 
for dinner. 

16. Clean up trash at a local park. 

17. Have a backyard campfire...or just use the grill! 
Roast hot dogs on sticks, pop popcorn and finish off 
with s'mores. 

18. Make homemade pizza. 

19. Go for a walk and then make a collage from nature 
objects you find along the way. 

20. Head to a creek and look at the ducks.”  

 

Sources 

To read this article in its  entirety, visit https://www.care.com/c/
stories/3331/101-fun-things-to-do-with-kids-this-summer/ 

  To Begin Any Journey, You Must Take the 
First! Step!      

 
Marva G. Scott, Director 

                                        EDGECOMBE COUNTY DSS 

                    2017 SUMMER NEWSLETTER 

 

https://www.care.com/c/stories/3780/101-things-to-do-when-kids-say-im-bored/
http://www.care.com/babysitting-jobs
http://www.care.com/nanny-jobs
http://www.care.com/summer-camps
https://www.care.com/a/6-easy-cookie-recipe-ideas-20150408122357
http://www.care.com/child-care-ages-13-15-create-a-family-yearbook-p1017-q6549274.html
http://www.care.com/child-care-ages-13-15-create-a-family-yearbook-p1017-q6549274.html
http://www.care.com/child-care-8-scavenger-hunt-ideas-for-kids-p1017-q35468460.html
https://www.care.com/c/stories/1250/5-easy-recipes-to-make-after-berry-picking/
https://www.care.com/a/healthy-homemade-ice-cream-your-kids-will-love-20150331133337
http://www.industrialrev.com/ice-cream-balls/
http://www.amazon.com/Creations-by-You-IKR-IlluStory/dp/0963679600
https://www.care.com/c/stories/1261/clean-up-time-can-be-fun/
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New Staff 

Jessica Anistead—Tarboro 
Work-First Employment 

Star McNair—Tarboro 
Office Assistant IV 

Denise McDougal–Rocky Mount 
Family & Children’s Medicaid 

Ella Lane–Rocky Mount 
Child Support 

April Cooper– Rocky Mount 
Adult Medicaid 

Keshalla Mabry— Rocky Mount 
Family & Children’s Medicaid 

6-22-2017 

Sylvester Williams—RM  
Housekeeping 

Constance Phelps– Tarboro 
Administrative  Officer II 

Angela Stanley - Tarboro 
Administrative Support Specialist 

Gwendolyn Blackwell - Tarboro 
Child Support 

Takira Whitaker - Tarboro 
Child Support 
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Edgecombe County Department of Social 
Services Honors their 2017 Distinguished 

Social Worker Award Recipient,           
Tawana White 

Each year the peers select a Social Worker that has gone 
above and beyond to provide services to the community.  
This year recipient winner is Tawana White.  She is a person 
that has a natural spirit for helping others. She has a  
willingness to help her co-workers and always does it with a 
positive attitude; she is one that does not have to be asked 
for help. When her team was without a supervisor she 
would take the initiative to call a meeting to discuss issues 
so that the team would continue to work effectively and 
efficiently. She actively participates in agency functions 
even when it is not mandatory; she is always there when 
the units plan a “get together”. Tawana White is a hard 
worker and is dedicated to her many tasks. Truly her  
actions serve as a role model for other staff and they  
encourage us not to hold back in helping others that are not 
in our unit. 

Tawana White has a positive attitude and this positive  
attitude carries over into her relationships with her clients. 
She talks to her clients as well as the many community  
partners she has to communicate with and she always does 
it in a professional manner. There have been occasions 
when she has gone out of her way to call each and every 
resource to share information. She spends time talking to 
her clients when they come in for help, never making them 
feel like they are being rushed. She has gone beyond  
expectations in ensuring her client’s needs are met; she has 
been known to go to a client’s home to take documents for 
the client to take to his employer because it was due the 
next day, just to keep their services from terminating. As 
clients come in to inquire about the services she provides 
(child care), they often ask about other services; this worker 
is always willing and able to make the appropriate referrals 
and share information with them about community re-
sources. 

Tawana is a member of her local church (Vaughn’s  
Missionary Baptist Church) where she helps direct the choir. 
She does volunteer work with the Ministry of Women  
helping to raise money to help families that are less  
fortunate.  A lot of work, time, and organizing goes into 
planning these events to raise money but she does it with a 
smile knowing that she is helping others. 

Tawana White has been with Edgecombe County  
Department of Social Services for 24 years.  She is a  
graduate of St Augustine’s college where she received her 
Bachelor’s degree in Sociology and Social Welfare.  She is 
the married mother of two young men, one of which is  
currently enlisted in the United States Air Force (stationed 
in London), and the other whom is a recent graduate of 
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical University. 

Article written by : Anna Davis-Perry, Children’s Services Social 
Worker and Banquet Coordinator 
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Congratulations to Our Outstanding Unit Social Workers    

Deloris Council, of the Adult Services Unit is 

featured with Brenda Daniels. 

 

Angel Corpening works in the Children’s   

Services Unit—Team I-A and is posing  

with Bonnie Whitehurst. 

Lynette Weaver works in Tarboro and is 

also part of the Children’s Services Unit—

Team I-B. She is pictured with Tilda        

Marshall.  

Whitney Bullock is shown here with Tiffany 

Lee. Whitney works in the Children’s   

Services Unit—Team II.  

Kabrionna Battle is another member of the 

Children’s Services Unit  -  Team IV. She is 

featured with Yvonne Winston. 

Alicia Lewis works in the Children’s   

Services Unit—Team III and is shown    

with Anna Davis-Perry.  

Cassandra Ricks is part of the Children’s 

Services Team—Intake. She is featured with 

Kimberly Nicholson.  Sheila Norman is pictured with Lynda  

Kennedy. Sheila works in the Work  

First—Daycare Unit in Rocky Mount.  

Charlotte Lyons is part of the Work First—

Daycare  in Tarboro. She is  

featured with Patricia Sharpe.   

    I’d Rather  
       Be a  
 Social Worker 
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DSS Foster Children High School Graduates 

The tassel was worth the hassle. Now 

it’s time to PARTY!! 

Marva Scott, Director of Social Services takes a moment to pose 

for a picture with DSS foster children high school graduates, 

Ryan Ruffin and Tatiyana Council. Both Ryan and Tatiyana are 

graduates of Southwest Edgecombe High School.  

Ryan Ruffin Tatiyana Council 

Guest speaker at the graduation luncheon was DaJha’ 
Baines. She is a former foster youth and LINKS participant,  
who is a rising Junior at Winston-Salem State University. 
Ms. Baines gave a motivational and inspiring speech of 
her journey in life leading to this point. Though she faced 
many challenges and adversities, she persevered, and 
continues to strive for success.  

Staff from DSS and family 
members of the Tatiyana     
and Ryan came together to 
celebrate this milestone and  
major accomplishment of the 
two graduates.  
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Edgecombe County DSS Fatherhood Graduation  
“Show Me The Way” 

Our “Show Me the Way” Fatherhood Event was held on  
July 26, 2017 at Edgecombe Community College in Rocky Mount.   

A Testimonial From a Grateful Mom 

“Dear Ms. Simmons, 

     It was a pleasure speaking with you on 
the telephone, and I apologize for the 
delay of this letter. I want to let you know 
how much I appreciate the Fatherhood 
Initiative Program for my son, and how it 
has helped change my son’s life. He was 
very excited about it when he first started 
all the way to completion because he 
realized that he was doing something 
positive with his life and he wasn’t going 
to let anything or anyone get in his way to 
stop him. 
     His self-esteem has super seeded! Not 
only did he complete the classes, but he 
graduated in a cap and gown, gained em-
ployment with Perdue, with transporta-
tion to and from work, and he can sup-
port himself and his family. The program 
has helped him to regain confidence 
about his outlook in life, and a second 
chance how to avoid being incarcerated 
for Child Support. Now that he’s working, 
thanks to the FHI, and Mrs. Simmons, he 
as avoided all of that. He had to make the 
decision, and he did. He’s moving  for-
ward.  
     I think the Fatherhood Initiative Pro-
gram is a blessing because it gives fathers 
a chance to help themselves and their 
families. It reconnects them with their 
children/child so they can bond together. 
It gives them a change of attitude how 
they feel about themselves and others. 
The FHI gives them hope and something 
to look forward for.  
     I would recommend this program to 
any  father that’s having challenges in 
their life that’s trying to get employment 
on their own and pay Child Support to 
avoid jail time, which can cause some to 
become very frustrated and they give up 
hope. They don’t have to because the      
Fatherhood Initiative Program is available 
and the results are positive! I know be-
cause my son is an example. “ 

Thank you, 
(Mother of Client) 

Class of July 26, 2017 

15th Fatherhood Initiative Graduation  

Betty Battle, DSS Deputy Director, graduates, Marva Scott, DSS 
Director, and Mr. Lewis A. Clark, DAD Class Instructor are pictured 
above.   

Retired Deputy Sheriff, Gary 
W. Foxx, urged the men to 
“be responsible and don’t 
get discouraged.”  
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County Manager, Eric    
Evans,  Marva Scott, 
DSS Director, and 
award recipient,  
Ebony Murphy.  

Event hostesses 

Service Award Committee 
Members Nora Harper and 
Jessica Pittman. Ms. Harper 
also received a five-year     
service award.  

 Service Award Recipients  

Janet Johnson                  25 years 

Patricia Jones                  25 years 

Patricia Woodard     20 years 

Grace Cobb      20 years 

Margaret Wiggs     20 years 

Annie Cobb-Draughn     20 years 

Stephanie Bottoms     15 years 

Sheila Norman    15 years 

Tiffany Lee       15 years 

Donna Barnes      15 years 

Patricia Sharpe     10 years 

Vivian Haynes      10 years 

Valerie Fenister     10 years 

Joseph Drake      10 years 

Denotra Mills-Jones     10 years 

Shurrah Atkinson     10 years 

Barbara Batts          10 years 

Ebony Murphy     5 years 

Yolander Holiday     5 years 

Tracy Blackwell     5 years 

Nora Harper      5 years Janet Johnson received her 25-year 
service award. WAY TO GO, JANET!  
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The Edgecombe County DSS Adult and Children Services 
Staff wore purple on June 15, 2017 to show awareness for 
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day.  The Adult Services 
Unit also had an information booth set up in the lobby 
with educational information. 

DSS  Gets a Visit From a Very 

Special  Person 

     If you want to see a miracle, look no further. The 
little guy with the big smile is Edgecombe Co. DSS’s 
miracle. His name is Antwan Daniels and he is special 
to our agency.  He came into Edgecombe DSS custody 
in 2011. He’s wearing a big smile because he is in the 
final process of being adopted by Ms. Laura Spruell, 
who is standing behind him. For the last few years, 
she has been his supporter, encourager, and as he 
calls her “his mom.”                          

     Antwan has had many physical challenges and   
numerous medical procedures since his birth. For the 
first three years of his life, he literally lived at Duke 
Hospital. He is also a transplant patient. When       
Antwan was very young, doctors tried to convince me 
to let him die, but I knew that his little life was in 
God’s hands, and that I was going to let him live and 
believe that God was going to perform a miracle.  

     Today Antwan is 9 years old and attends regular 
classes in school. He is very articulate and doing well. 
He is taking swimming lessons this summer and is 
looking forward to his summer vacation.  We are so 
proud of Antwan and he is our  MIRACLE.  

 

 

 
Article written by : Marva Scott, DSS Director 

In the picture above he is shown with (l to r) Trudy  
Harley, Social Worker, Marva Scott, Director of DSS, 
Laura Spruell,  Antwan’s  Foster mom, and Whitney 
Bullock, Social Worker. 

 

Congratulations goes out to Elijah and Cam’Ron. Elijah Everette (left), 
the grandson of our very own Deputy Director, Ms. Betty Battle and 
Cam’Ron Pippen (right, the son of Ms. Debbie Pippen (Food &       
Nutrition Services - Tarboro), were among the graduates of Tarboro 
High School. Both young men have been accepted at  Chowan      
College. Congratulations to them on achieving a milestone and we 
look forward to them doing even greater things in the future.        
Congratulations also goes out to Ms. Betty and Ms. Debbie for raising 
fine young men!!! We are proud of them. 
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Community Events  

     Summer Night Lights is a “Great Community Event,” 
says Raitesha Neville of DSS. “The children were excited 
and had so much fun. Everyone should attend at least 
one night. It is fun filled, safe, and offers many opportuni-
ties to learn about community resources,” added Ms. 
Jones.  

     At this time I would like to thank the follow-
ing staff for representing the Edgecombe Co. 
DSS as they participated and volunteered in 
the Summer Night Lights sponsored by the 
Rocky Mount Police Dept. Special thanks to 
Derek Kelly, Kelly Whitehead, Monesha 

Gorham, Kabrionna Battle, Keshalla Mabry, Yolanda Holi-
day, Raitesha Neville, Yazmin Kasem, Tamica Jones, Jessi-
ca Pittman, Kimberly Nicholson,  Kenisha Wiggins, 
Telleshus Jones, Jessica Anistead, Marva Scott, Byron 
Williams, Tina Radford, and Wyndi Fountain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Shearin Clark, Marva Scott, and Keoshea  Dickens enjoy a 

sunny day at the carnival as they distribute flyers, brochures, 

and pamphlets in order to better inform the community on 

services offered through the Edgecombe DSS.  The carnival 

offered  a number of fun  activities such as games, inflatables, 

bingo, and nail painting. The day also consisted of live  music 

and great food.  
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Join us at the Edgecombe County Health 

Department for free testing on Tuesday, June 27th 

at  either of our locations and enjoy a gift! 

   No appointment necessary, walk-ins welcome!!! 

    Tarboro Office                            Rocky Mount Office 

122 E Saint James St                              155 Atlantic Ave 

  Tarboro NC 27886                              Rocky Mount NC                         

       252-641-7511                                                252-985-4100 

 

Carnival games, inflatables* Bingo *Nail Painting * Food 

*Health & Community Information, etc. and a Gospel Expo (in 

sanctuary) featuring Sister Wanda Barnes of Red Budd of Holy 

Church, Rocky Mount, NC. The MBC Combined Choir will also 

render music.  

     Free Childbirth  

      Education Class 

 

 

July 18th and July 25th  

3:00pm—6:00pm 
 Learn about having a Healthy Pregnancy 
 Relaxation Techniques 
 Bringing home baby 
 Breastfeeding Basics 
 Take a tour of the Vidant  
 Edgecombe 
             Birthing Center 

Presented by Edgecombe County Health               
Department, Pregnancy Care Management (PCM), 
Care Coordination for Children (CC4C), Women   
Infant & Children (WIC), Healthy Start Baby Love 
Plus, and Down East Partnership for Children.  

Did you know Edgecombe County has the 

highest HIV rates in the state?  

“I wonder what 

my status is.” 

“When was 

my last test?”  

EDGECOMBE 

COUNTY HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT 

LOCATIONS 

 
TARBORO 
122 E. St. James 
St. 

Tarboro, NC 

252-641-7511 

Mon - Fri 8-5 

 
ROCKY 
MOUNT 
155 Atlantic Ave. 

Rocky Mount, NC  

252-985-4100 

 

OUTREACH 
Contact us for   
outreach testing 
or educational 

sessions. Extend-
ed hours, week-
ends, and com-
munity events 
can be covered.  

THE PROBLEM 
Edgecombe County has some of the 
highest STD rates in the state including 
THE highest HIV rates. 

THE SOLUTION 
Get tested and educated, spread the 
word about this problem among your 
friends and family.

EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL AND TESTING 
IS AVAILABLE FOR FREE AT THE 
EDGECOMBE COUNTY HEALTH           
DEPARTMENT. WE ALSO ATTEND     
PUBLIC EVENTS. PLEASE CONTACT US 
FOR DETAILS. 

TAKE  

CONTROL  

GET  

TESTED  
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Congratulations to Elizabeth Beasley on 
her 23rd year work anniversary on July 31st 

with Edgecombe County DSS.  

       Employee 

Blood Drive 

Congratulations to Kelsey Gilbert, 
Retonia Armstrong, and Marie  

Goodloe. They all won 8 hours of  
administrative leave in the            

Employee Blood Drive drawing.   
Jaquita Spragley won a $50 gift card.  

 

DSS CELEBRATE 

DSS Staff dress in African-American garb as they       
celebrate Black History Month. 

June 14th 

Tammy Royster was named to the Dean’s List 
for Spring of 2017 at Ashford University. 
 

Jalisa Randolph received her Associate Degree 
in Office Administration at Edgecombe         
Community College.  
 

Both Tammy and Jalisa work in the Family/
Children Medicaid Unit in Tarboro.  
 
Nellie Rodgers received her Doctoral Degree in 
Theology in May 2017. Nellie is the supervisor 
for Adult Medicaid in Tarboro.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget about our Silent Auction 
on the 2nd Floor of the DSS bldg. in 
Tarboro, starting July 31 - August 4. 
All final bids have to be in by 12:00 
PM on August 4.  
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Let’s Get Cooking 

Recipes 

                            Soul Smothered Chicken 

 
                                             Prep Time: 15 m 
                   Cook: 1 hr 
        Ready in 1 hr 15 min 
   

Ingredients  

1 h 15 m  8  servings365 cals 

1/2 cup butter    3 cloves garlic, chopped 
1 whole chicken, cut into pieces  2 cups chopped carrots 
1 teaspoon salt    3 cups chicken broth 

1. Melt the butter in a large skillet over medium-high heat. Season chicken pieces with 1 teaspoon salt and 1/2 teaspoon      

pepper. Dredge in 3/4 cup flour, place in the skillet, and brown on all sides. Set chicken aside, and drain   skillet, reserving 

about 1   tablespoon butter. 

2. Reduce skillet heat to medium-low, and stir in onions, celery, garlic, and carrots. Cook 5 minutes, until tender. Stir in the 

flour, and cook 5 minutes more. Pour in the chicken broth, season with cayenne pepper, and remaining salt and pepper. 

Bring to a boil, and reduce heat to low. 

3. Return chicken to the skillet, cover, and continue cooking 30 minutes, until chicken juices run clear and gravy has thickened. 

                                                                                                                                       This recipe provided courtesy of  

                                                                                                                                        http://allrecipes.com/recipe/83302/soul-smothered-chicken/ 

           Baked Ham Recipe 

Recipe Ingredients: 

 1 - 8 to 10 pound smoked ham 
 whole cloves 
 
Glaze for Baked Ham 

 1/2 cup honey 

Recipe Instructions: 
 

1. Preheat oven according to package cooking directions. Place ham fat side up on the rack of a shallow roasting pan. Insert 

meat thermometer through fat side into center of thickest part of the ham, but don't let it touch the bone. 

2. Bake ham according to package directions. About 1/2 hour before ham is done prepare glaze by combining ingredients and 

mixing well. Next remove ham from oven and pour off drippings. Peel away any rind that is left on ham and score ham with a 
sharp knife. 

3. While scoring make diamond shaped cuts. Insert a clove into each diamond. Spread ham generously with glaze and return to 

oven. After applying glaze, bake until desired internal temperature is reached. 

4. Remove ham from oven and allow to stand for about 20 minutes before slicing. If desired, remaining glaze can be poured 

over sliced ham. 

Makes 10 to 12 servings. 

This recipe provided courtesy of http://
www.soulfoodandsoutherncooking.com/ 

http://allrecipes.com/recipe/83302/soul-smothered-chicken/?internalSource=hub%20recipe&referringId=16091&referringContentType=recipe%20hub&clickId=cardslot%2025
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Editor: Angela Stanley 

Dad's Custardy Bread Pudding   

  

                        

SUMMER FUN 

RECIPES 

ingredients 

1/2 cup raisins 

3 tablespoons bourbon, rum, 

brandy, or apple juice 

18 slices firm-textured, thin-

sliced white bread (1-pound loaf) 

4 beaten eggs 

2 cups milk 

1 1/3 cups whipping cream 

1 cup sugar 

3/4 teaspoon vanilla 

dash of ground nutmeg 

dash of ground cinnamon 

Whipped cream (optional) 

Fresh raspberries (optional) 

directions 

1. In a small bowl, stir together the raisins and the bourbon, rum, Grand Marnier, 

brandy, or apple juice. Cover and let the mixture stand overnight. 

2. With a 3-inch cookie or biscuit cutter, cut a round from the cnter of each slice of 

bread (save the remaining bread for another use). Arrange the rounds of bread in a 

single layer on a baking sheet. Bake in a 300 degree F oven for 5 to 6 minutes or 

until the bread is nearly dry, but not crisp. Remove the bread rounds from oven. 

3. In a medium bowl, beat together the eggs, milk, the 1-1/3 cups whipping cream, 

sugar, vanilla, ground nutmeg, and ground cinnamon. 

4. Drain the raisins and discard the liquid. Place a bread round in each of six 10-

ounce custard cups. Sprinkle half of the raisins over bread rounds. Repeat layers 

and top each with a third round of bread. Divide the egg mixture evenly among the 

6 cups. 

5. Place the custard cups in a roasting pan. Place pan on an oven rack. Pour enough 

boiling water into the pan around the custard cups to reach a depth of 1 inch. Bake 

the bread pudding in a 300 degree F oven for 40 to 45 minutes or until a knife in-

serted near the center of a dessert comes out clean. 

6. Transfer custard cups to a wire rack and let cool for 30 minutes. Serve topped 

with whipped cream and berries, if you like. 

http://www.midwestliving.com/recipe/pudding/dads-custardy-bread-pudding/ 

Makes: 6 servings 
Prep 40 mins 
Bake 40 mins 

Thanks for reading the Summer Edition of our 
DSS Newsletter.  
 
Do you have some new and exciting information 
you’d like to share with us? Just send me an 
email along with any pics you might 
have. I’ll be waiting...... 


